Excerpts from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
For Instituted Lectors

The Vocal Expression of the Different Texts

38. In texts that are to be spoken in a loud and clear voice, whether by the priest or the
deacon, or by the lector, or by all, the tone of voice should correspond to the genre of
the text itself, that is, depending upon whether it is a reading, a prayer, a commentary,
an acclamation, or a sung text; the tone should also be suited to the form of celebration
and to the solemnity of the gathering. Consideration should also be given to the idiom of
different languages and the culture of different peoples.

In the rubrics and in the norms that follow, words such as "say" and "proclaim” are to be
understood of both singing and reciting, according to the principles just stated above.

40. Great importance should therefore be attached to the use of singing in the
celebration of the Mass, with due consideration for the culture of the people and abilities
of each liturgical assembly. Although it is not always necessary (e.g., in weekday
Masses) to sing all the texts that are of themselves meant to be sung, every care should
be taken that singing by the ministers and the people is not absent in celebrations that
occur on Sundays and on holy days of obligation.

In the choosing of the parts actually to be sung, however, preference should be given to
those that are of greater importance and especially to those to be sung by the priest or
the deacon or the lector, with the people responding, or by the priest and people
together.*

The Entrance

48. The singing at this time is done either alternately by the choir and the people or in a
similar way by the cantor and the people, or entirely by the people, or by the choir
alone. In the dioceses of the United States of America there are four options for the
Entrance Chant: (1) the antiphon from the Roman Missal or the Psalm from the Roman
Gradual as set to music there or in another musical setting; (2) the seasonal antiphon
and Psalm of the Simple Gradual; (3) a song from another collection of psalms and
antiphons, approved by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop, including
psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical forms; (4) a suitable liturgical song similarly
approved by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop.*®

If there is no singing at the entrance, the antiphon in the Missal is recited either by the
faithful, or by some of them, or by a lector; otherwise, it is recited by the priest himself,
who may even adapt it as an introductory explanation (cf. above, no. 31).

The Biblical Readings
59. By tradition, the function of proclaiming the readings is ministerial, not presidential.

The readings, therefore, should be proclaimed by a lector, and the Gospel by a deacon
or, in his absence, a priest other than the celebrant. If, however, a deacon or another
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priest is not present, the priest celebrant himself should read the Gospel. Further, if
another suitable lector is also not present, then the priest celebrant should also proclaim
the other readings.

After each reading, whoever reads gives the acclamation, to which the gathered people
reply, honoring the word of God that they have received in faith and with grateful hearts.

The Prayer of the Faithful

71. It is for the priest celebrant to direct this prayer from the chair. He himself begins it
with a brief introduction, by which he invites the faithful to pray, and likewise he
concludes it with a prayer. The intentions announced should be sober, be composed
freely but prudently, and be succinct, and they should express the prayer of the entire
community.

The intentions are announced from the ambo or from another suitable place, by the
deacon or by a cantor, a lector, or one of the lay faithful.®®

The people, however, stand and give expression to their prayer either by an invocation
said together after each intention or by praying in silence.

Communion

87. In the dioceses of the United States of America there are four options for the
Communion chant: (1) the antiphon from the Roman Missal or the Psalm from the
Roman Gradual as set to music there or in another musical setting; (2) the seasonal
antiphon and Psalm of the Simple Gradual; (3) a song from another collection of psalms
and antiphons, approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops or the
Diocesan Bishop, including psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical forms; (4) a
suitable liturgical song chosen in accordance with no. 86 above. This is sung either by
the choir alone or by the choir or cantor with the people.

If there is no singing, however, the Communion antiphon found in the Missal may be
recited either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by a lector. Otherwise the priest
himself says it after he has received Communion and before he distributes Communion
to the faithful.

The Ministry of the Instituted Acolyte and Lector
99. The lector is instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the
exception of the Gospel. He may also announce the intentions for the Prayer of the

Faithful and, in the absence of a psalmist, proclaim the Psalm between the readings.

In the Eucharistic Celebration, the lector has his own proper office (cf. below, nos. 194-
198), which he must exercise personally.



Excerpts from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
For Instituted Lectors

Other Ministries

101. In the absence of an instituted lector, other laypersons may be commissioned to
proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture. They should be truly suited to perform this
function and should receive careful preparation, so that the faithful by listening to the
readings from the sacred texts may develop in their hearts a warm and living love for
Sacred Scripture.®

I\V. The Distribution of Duties and The Preparation of the Celebration

109. If there are several persons present who are able to exercise the same ministry,
nothing forbids their distributing among themselves and performing different parts of the
same ministry or duty. For example, one deacon may be assigned to take the sung
parts, another to serve at the altar; if there are several readings, it is well to distribute
them among a number of lectors. The same applies for the other ministries. But it is not
at all appropriate that several persons divide a single element of the celebration among
themselves, e.g., that the same reading be proclaimed by two lectors, one after the
other, except as far as the Passion of the Lord is concerned.

I. Mass With a Congregation

116. If a deacon is present at any celebration of Mass, he should exercise his office.
Furthermore, it is desirable that, as a rule, an acolyte, a lector, and a cantor should be
there to assist the priest celebrant. In fact, the rite to be described below foresees a
greater number of ministers.

A. MASS WITHOUT A DEACON
The Introductory Rites

120. Once the people have gathered, the priest and ministers, clad in the sacred
vestments, go in procession to the altar in this order:

a. The thurifer carrying a thurible with burning incense, if incense is used;

b. The ministers who carry lighted candles, and between them an acolyte or other
minister with the cross;

c. The acolytes and the other ministers;

d. A lector, who may carry the Book of the Gospels (though not the Lectionary),
which should be slightly elevated;

e. The priest who is to celebrate the Mass.

If incense is used, before the procession begins, the priest puts some in the thurible and
blesses it with the Sign of the Cross without saying anything.
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The Liturgy of the Word

128. After the Collect, all sit. The priest may, very briefly, introduce the faithful to the
Liturgy of the Word. Then the lector goes to the ambo and, from the Lectionary already
placed there before Mass, proclaims the first reading, to which all listen. At the end, the
lector says the acclamation Verbum Domini (The word of the Lord), and all respond,
Deo gratias (Thanks be to God).

Then, as appropriate, a few moments of silence may be observed so that all may
meditate on what they have heard.

129. Then the psalmist or even a lector proclaims the verses of the Psalm and the
people sing or say the response as usual.

130. If there is to be a second reading before the Gospel, the lector proclaims it from the
ambo. All listen and at the end respond to the acclamation, as noted above (cf. no.
128). Then, as appropriate, a few moments of silence may be observed.

135. If no lector is present, the priest himself proclaims all the readings and the Psalm,
standing at the ambo. If incense is used, remaining at the ambo he puts some into the
thurible, blesses it, and, bowing profoundly, says, Munda cor meum (Almighty God,
cleanse my heart).

138. After the recitation of the Creed, the priest, standing at the chair with hands joined,
by means of a brief introduction invites the faithful to participate in the Prayer of the
Faithful. Then the cantor, the lector, or another person announces the intentions from
the ambo or from some other suitable place while facing the people, who take their part
by responding in supplication. After the intentions, the priest, with hands extended,
concludes the petitions with a prayer.

The Liturgy of the Word

176. If, in addition, there is no other suitable lector present, the deacon should proclaim
the other readings as well.

D. THE DUTIES OF THE LECTOR

Introductory Rites

194. In coming to the altar, when no deacon is present, the lector, wearing approved
attire, may carry the Book of the Gospels, which is to be slightly elevated. In that case,

the lector walks in front of the priest but otherwise along with the other ministers.

195. Upon reaching the altar, the lector makes a profound bow with the others. If he is
carrying the Book of the Gospels, he approaches the altar and places the Book of the
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Gospels upon it. Then the lector takes his own place in the sanctuary with the other
ministers.

The Liturgy of the Word

196. The lector reads from the ambo the readings that precede the Gospel. If there is no
psalmist, the lector may also proclaim the responsorial Psalm after the first reading.

197. When no deacon is present, the lector, after the introduction by the priest, may
announce from the ambo the intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful.

198. If there is no singing at the Entrance or at Communion and the antiphons in the
Missal are not recited by the faithful, the lector may read them at the appropriate time
(cf. above, nos. 48, 87).

The Ambo

309. The dignity of the word of God requires that the church have a place that is
suitable for the proclamation of the word and toward which the attention of the whole
congregation of the faithful naturally turns during the Liturgy of the Word.**’

It is appropriate that this place be ordinarily a stationary ambo and not simply a movable
lectern. The ambo must be located in keeping with the design of each church in such a
way that the ordained ministers and lectors may be clearly seen and heard by the
faithful.

From the ambo only the readings, the responsorial Psalm, and the Easter Proclamation
(Exsultet) are to be proclaimed; it may be used also for giving the homily and for
announcing the intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful. The dignity of the ambo requires
that only a minister of the word should go up to it.

It is appropriate that a new ambo be blessed according to the rite described in the
Roman Ritual**® before it is put into liturgical use.

The Places for the Faithful

311. Places should be arranged with appropriate care for the faithful so that they are
able to participate in the sacred celebrations visually and spiritually, in the proper
manner. It is expedient for benches or seats usually to be provided for their use. The
custom of reserving seats for private persons, however, is reprehensible.*?* Moreover,
benches or chairs should be arranged, especially in newly built churches, in such a way
that the people can easily take up the postures required for the different parts of the
celebration and can easily come forward to receive Holy Communion.

Care should be taken that the faithful be able not only to see the priest, the deacon, and
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the lectors but also, with the aid of modern technical means, to hear them without
difficulty.

V. Sacred Vestments

339. In the dioceses of the United States of America, acolytes, altar servers, lectors,
and other lay ministers may wear the alb or other suitable vesture or other appropriate
and dignified clothing.

The Choice of the Mass and Its Parts

352. The pastoral effectiveness of a celebration will be greatly increased if the texts of
the readings, the prayers, and the liturgical songs correspond as closely as possible to
the needs, spiritual preparation, and culture of those taking part. This is achieved by
appropriate use of the wide options described below.

The priest, therefore, in planning the celebration of Mass, should have in mind the
common spiritual good of the people of God, rather than his own inclinations. He
should, moreover, remember that the selection of different parts is to be made in
agreement with those who have some role in the celebration, including the faithful, in
regard to the parts that more directly pertain to each.

Since, indeed, a variety of options is provided for the different parts of the Mass, it is
necessary for the deacon, the lectors, the psalmist, the cantor, the commentator, and
the choir to be completely sure before the celebration which text for which each is
responsible is to be used and that nothing be improvised. Harmonious planning and
carrying out of the rites will great assistance in disposing the faithful to participate in the
Eucharist.



